
Improving educational 
outcomes for children of 

travelling families

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 22 February 2013

Your comments must reach us by that date.



Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal 
information, may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the 
access to information regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 
and the Data Protection Act 1998.
If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, 
please explain why you consider it to be confidential.
If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, 
your explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into 
account, but no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be 
maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT 
system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.
The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any 
other identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, 
and in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data 
will not be disclosed to third parties.

Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
Reason for confidentiality:Reason for confidentiality:

  

Name Brian Foster
Organisation (if 
applicable)

ACERT Advisory council for the Education of Romany 
and other Travellers

Address: PO Box 526
Sevenoaks
Kent
TN13 9PF

tel: 020 8374 1286



If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can 
contact the Department on 0370 000 2288
or by email: TravellingFamilies.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the 
Public Communications Unit on:
Telephone: 0370 000 2288
e-mail: consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk

Please place an 'x' in the box that best describes you as a respondent.
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Group

Parent of 
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Headteacher/Principal

Teacher School 
Support Staff

School Governing 
Body

Local Authority Union ýCharity

ýRepresentative 
Organisation

Other 
Interest 
Group

 ACERT campaigns for:
• Equal access and opportunities in education 
• Safe and secure accommodation
• Equal access to health and other community services
• Good community relations and an end to discrimination

 for all Gypsy, Roma and Traveller families.
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Repealing this legislation means that parents are engaged in a trade or 
business that requires them to travel could not avail themselves of the 
defence provided by section 444(6) EA 1996. However, current provisions 
would still allow families that travel the flexibility to ensure that their children 
continue to receive education, for example through dual registration at 
another school while away from the home school.
1 Should section 444(6) of the 1996 Education Act be repealed?

Yes ýNo Not Sure



 Comments:

The Government’s case
ACERT is not convinced by the arguments put forward in the supporting 
document. We are in absolute agreement that children who attend poorly are 
unlikely to achieve well, and that this is a major issue affecting the outcomes 
of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller learners. However, none of the evidence put 
forward relates specifically to s444(6) defences. Reference is made to Charlie 
Taylor’s review, which describes a range of situations familiar to those of us 
who seek to improve attendance of children from these communities, but 
none of them refer to the s444(6) defence. 

The attendance data relates to children ascribed to the Gypsy/Roma and 
Traveller of Irish Heritage ethnic codes. It does not relate to circus and 
fairground families, or New Travellers all of whom may be mobile for the 
purposes of earning their living. We believe repeal would have a significant 
impact on these groups, even though they do not figure in the evidence 
presented.

Undermining Distance Learning
Distance Learning has been developed over a period of years to enable 
children from families who move from place to place to seek work to continue 
to follow the curriculum. We believe this is an appropriate way to respond to 
the educational needs of highly mobile children.

However, support for Distance Learning has been undermined in recent years 
by:

• cuts to Traveller Education Support Services and limitations on their 
roles,

• the demise of ELAMP (the Electronic Learning and Mobility Project) 
and the successor Home Access programmes, other than for pupils 
with Special Needs

• the increase in the proportion of Secondary Schools no longer under 
local authority control, and

• the emphasis by the DFE and OFSTED on narrower, school-focused 
definitions of teaching and learning.

The repeal of s444 (6) would add another nail to the coffin, and remove 
another element of the flexibility that all research has shown to be the key to 
improving the outcomes of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller children. 

Distance Learning is a positive response to the challenge of maintaining 
educational continuity for nomadic children, but the Government has taken 
decisions that have undermined it. The repeal of s444 (6) is a negative 
response to nomadism, which will not contribute to better attendance but will 
increase the difficulties faced by mobile families. Schools that provide 
distance-learning support may find themselves in a difficult legal situation.

Compliance will be impractical
The supporting document suggests that mobile families will be able to stay 
within the law “through dual registration at another school while away from 
the home school”. Schools are not obliged to allow dual registration, and the 
assumption is made that the schools have available places.

Centralised admissions systems, which operate in many areas, can delay 
admission by several weeks, even where schools have available places. 
Highly mobile families would need to ask a sequence of schools to multiple-
register them, which would not work in practice.

The NATT+ submission, with which we broadly concur, makes important 
points about errors in the use of the “T” (Traveller absence) code. We are not 
clear which authority should launch a prosecution if families are mobile and 
“of no fixed abode”, which are the conditions under which s444(6) applies.

Encouraging Home Education and social exclusion
Probably the easier way for families to stay on the right side of the law will be 
to elect to Home Educate their children. In ACERT’s experience most Gypsy, 
Roma and Traveller parents who elect for Home Education do so because 
they have been failed by mainstream education and, due to their own 
educational disadvantage, they are often not in a position to deliver a well-
rounded educational experience. We want to see an inclusive education 
system that can respond to the needs of all learners. There is already 
evidence of retention problems in the secondary phase and this will be 
exacerbated by the repeal of s444(6). The removal of some mobile families 
from the attendance returns may result in an improvement in the averages, 
but it would not indicate improved educational outcomes for their children.



Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to 
acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply ý
Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many 
different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it 
be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research 
or to send through consultation documents?

ýYes No

All DfE public consultations are required to meet the Cabinet Office Principles 
on Consultation
The key Consultation Principles are:

• departments will follow a range of timescales rather than defaulting to a 
12-week period, particularly where extensive engagement has 
occurred before

• departments will need to give more thought to how they engage with 
and consult with those who are affected

• consultation should be ‘digital by default', but other forms should be 
used where these are needed to reach the groups affected by a policy; 
and

• the principles of the Compact between government and the voluntary 
and community sector will continue to be respected. 

Responses should be completed on-line or emailed to the relevant 
consultation email box. However, if you have any comments on how DfE 
consultations are conducted, please contact Carole Edge, DfE Consultation 
Coordinator, tel: 0370 000 2288 / email: carole.edge@education.gsi.gov.uk

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address 
shown below by 22 February 2013
Send by post to: 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/consultation-principles-guidance
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Department for Education
Pupil Performance Team 
(2nd Floor) 
Great Smith Street
Westminster
London SW1P 3BT
Send by e-mail to: TravellingFamilies.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk

mailto:TravellingFamilies.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:TravellingFamilies.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk

